[An ELISA test for detection of maedi-visna antibodies. Comparative study with gel immunodiffusion and complement-fixation test].
An indirect microELISA test was performed for detection of maedi-visna antibodies in ovine and caprine species. The antigen consisted in viral particles, highly purified by successive ultracentrifugations. By comparative testing of 934 sera in ELISA and gel immunodiffusion, we found a good correlation between these two tests, and moreover, ELISA revealed another 11.3% of positive samples. The precocity of this ELISA was shown by experimental infection of sheep with different strains of maedi-visna: positive sera were detected 7 weeks post-infection, instead 4-5 months with gel immunodiffusion. The complement fixation test was compared with gel immunodiffusion and was found the less sensitive. This ELISA test appeared to be satisfactory, and may be used for early diagnosis of maedi-visna infection.